Cerebral cysticercosis as a common cause of epilepsy in Gurkhas in Hong Kong.
A prospective study of Nepalese adults (Gurkhas) based in Hong Kong who presented with adult-onset epileptiform seizures determined that cerebral cysticercosis was causative in 7 out of 8 cases. The relative roles of specific cysticercal serology and computerised axial tomography in diagnosis are discussed. Serum IgE levels were found to be raised in all patients with cerebral cysticercosis in the absence of other parasitic infection and reverted to normal after the patients were treated with praziquantel. Evidence suggests that the Gurkhas acquired their cysticercal infections in Nepal.